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January 22, 2023           Epiphany III               Rite II 
Welcome to Christ Church!  

Mobile text number simply text your gift amount to 844-928-4938 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Prelude - Dearest Jesus We Are Here, setting 1 and 2             Johann Gotfried Walther 
 Chorale Prelude               J.S. Bach 
 
Opening Hymn – O Zion Haste      Hymnal 539 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Opening Salutation:       
 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 Response: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Gloria                               Hymnal S280 

      

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 

Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we 

and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Lessons 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time 
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian. 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 27:1, 5-13       (Unison)                BCP 617   
 Dominus illuminatio 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom then shall I fear?  

the LORD is the strength of my life; 

of whom then shall I be afraid? 

5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; 

one thing I seek;  

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of 

my life; 

6 To behold the fair beauty of the LORD  

and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter;  

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 

and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts up my head  

above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 

with sounds of great gladness;  

I will sing and make music to the LORD. 

10 Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call;  

have mercy on me and answer me. 



11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face."  

Your face, LORD, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me,  

nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; 

cast me not away;  

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 

purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 

quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of 

you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 

Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God 

that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can 

say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household 

of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 

its power. For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sequence Hymn – The People Who in Darkness Walked   Hymnal 126 

 

 

Then, all standing, a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Matthew 4:12-23 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 

of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the 

prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on 

the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people 

who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 

region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus 

began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 

called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they 

were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 

fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he 

went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 

and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 



followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 

every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon – The Rev. Walter Hobgood 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
         and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

Prayers of the People (Form VI)   

 

Lay Reader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

For Christ Church as we receive your grace in Jesus Christ and share that 

grace with one another and the world, and for all people in their daily life 

and work; 

 For our families, friends and neighbors, and for those who are 

alone. 

 

For Joe our President, Brian our governor, for those serving in the Armed 

Forces, for this community, the nation, and the world; 

 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop; for Frank our Bishop; for Scott our 

retired bishop; for Walter our supply priest, for Marcia our assisting 

priest, for Peter our retired priest, for Nancy our Deacon, for Stella and 

Patricia our retired deacons and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

 For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

For the sick and troubled:  

Kathy Armstrong, Max Bontrager, Caty Carter, Anna Gardner, Allan 

Dear, Janet Dickman, Tommy Hatcher, Peter Ingeman, Michane James, 

Laurie McCall, Laura Paine, Richard Rigby, Rocky, Benita Sandbach, 

Burt Tillman, Jerry Tyson, Willa Valencia________________________  

 

Hear us, Lord: 

 For your mercy is great. 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

 And praise your Name for ever and ever. 



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 

kingdom. 
 (Silence) 
_______________Anne Clark (niece of Stella Clark)________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

 Who put their trust in you. 

 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life.  Amen. 

 

 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Announcements – Please be seated 

 

Offertory - I Have Decided to Follow Jesus    Choir 

by John Carter 

 
Doxology                                        Hymnal 380 vs. 3 

The Holy Communion 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new 

light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the 

face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever say this to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus                           Hymnal S130 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 

and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith; 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts.   
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior has taught us we are bold to say 
  People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem                 Hymnal S154 
 

The Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
  you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 

with thanksgiving. 
 

Spiritual Communion  
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you 
praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim 
your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And, since I cannot 
receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech 
you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with 
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I 
live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
Communion Hymn – They Cast Their Nets in Galilee   Hymnal 661 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 



Hymn – Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness    Hymnal 381 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
  
 Response: Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude – Postlude on a Welsh Hymn, Ebenezer,         Sam Batt Owens 
 
 
 
 

Special Notes 
 
Father Walter Hobgood - The Rev. Walter Hobgood has graciously agreed 
to be our supply priest during the month-long transition between Interim and 
new Rector. Father Walter will be available for emergency, or pastoral needs 
during the supply time. Please reach out to Father Walter if you need 
anything. Father Walter can be reached at 229-630-6444. Please help the 
Vestry by extending our appreciation to Father Walter for his assistance to 
Christ Church. 
 
Children’s Church will meet on January 22nd Children age 3 – 5th grade are 
welcome to meet Keri Wilkin in the Children’s Classroom in Gabard. (This 
is the first classroom on the left in the preschool hallway.) 
 
The Tuesday Night Bible study led by Willa Valencia, will be held on 
January 24th, from 7:30 to 8:30 pm at the home of Ron and Tammy Borders  
(1718 Williams St.). All adults are welcome. Please bring your Bible—any 
translation.  

 
Jigsaw Puzzle Swap Sunday - Calling all Jigsaw Puzzle enthusiasts!  On 
Sunday, January 22nd, we will have a table set up in the Parish Hall for 
you to bring that stack of jigsaw puzzles you’ve worked through the 
pandemic.  Bring puzzles and take puzzles…as many as you like… at no 
cost.   Frances Guice and Pepi Nelson will be bringing about fifteen 1,000 
piece puzzles for you to take and enjoy.   They hope you will bring some 
too!” 
 
HEP Lunch Group --- HEP Lunch Group will gather Friday, February 
17th at noon. Please bring mini sandwiches to share or a dessert. The hosts 
will have soup and tea. John and Marcia McRae’s home: 2701 Green 
Meadow Dr. 229-220-5619. A wonderful chance to outreach, low key 
evangelism, and stimulating conversations. 
 
Garden Guild will meet Monday, January 23rd beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
(later time – weather permitting). We will meet under the Dave Clark 
Cook Shelter on Mondays and Wednesday. Bring your gloves and tools. 
All are welcome. We will work around the rectory. 
 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
Grace Café Dinner – January 26 
Church Workday - February 4 

Fat Tuesday Gathering - February 21 
Ash Wednesday Services – February 22 

Grace Cafe Dinner - February 23 
Reception for Father Hal & Michelle Weidman – February 26 

 



 
Serving Today 

LEM: Tammy Borders, Molly Stevenson, Jeani Synyard 

Lectors: Jane Kinney, Molly Stevenson, Katherine Mayer 

Acolytes: Joel Williams, Phyllis Holland, Nancy Lutsko 

Altar Guild: Team 4 – Debi Saeger, Julia Ariail, Lucy Tomberlin,  

  B.J. Mistick 

Ushers: Al Turner, Tom Carroll, John McRae 

Coffee Hour: Amber Tanner, Pepi Nelson, Elizabeth Wisenbaker 

Media Crew: Chip Whiting, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker  


