Christ Episcopal Church

December 24, 2023
11:00 P.M.



Christmas Eve Music Program
10:30 p.m.

Christmas Cameos
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
What Child is This?
Arr. Lloyd Conley
Jay Chadwick, French Horn

Hymn 101 - Away in a Manger

The Wexford Carol
Arr. Yo-Yo Ma
Chris Rutland

Hymn 90 - It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Rise Up Shepherd, Go Tell It!
Lloyd Larson
St. Gregory Choir

Hymn 79 O Little Town of Bethlehem

O Holy Night
Adolphe Charles Adams
Chris Rutland and Issa Young



HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICE
Christmas Eve, 2023, 11:00 PM
THE WORD OF GOD

Prelude — The First Noel, Carillion-Sortie
Ashdown

O Come All Ye Faithful

Opening Hymnh—*

faith - ful,

B
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10 come, all ye joy - ful and tri - um- phant, O
2 God from. God, Light from Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
#4 See how the shep-herds, sum-moned to his cra-dle,
*5 Child, for us sin - ners poor and in the man-ger,
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1 come ye, (0] come _  ye to Beth - le - hemy
2 lo! he ab - hors not the Vir - gin’s  womb;
3 sing, all ye ci - t - zens of heaven a - bove;
4 leav - ing their flocks, . draw___ nigh to gaze;
5 we would em - brace__ thee, with love and awe;
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1 come, and be hold  him, born the King of an - gels;
2 on - ly be got - ten Son of the Fa - ther;
3 glo - 1y to God, glo - ry in the high est;
4 we too will thith - er bend our joy - ful foot - steps;
5 who would not love thee, lov - ing us SO dear - ly?
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dore him, O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord.
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6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

Franklin



Celebrant:  Alleluia! Unto us a child is born!
People: O come, let us adore him, Alleluia!

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Angels We Have Heard on High
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An - gels we have heard on high, sing - ing sweet-ly through the night,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi- lee? Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;

4 See him in a man - ger laid whom the an-gels praise a - bove;
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and the moun-tains in  re - ply ech - o - ing their brave de - light.

What greatbright-ness did vyou see?  What glad tid -ings did you hear?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.

Ma - ry, Jo - seph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.
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The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in
glory everlasting.

People Amen.

The Lessons

Isaiah 62:6-12 SUpon
your walls, O Jerusalem, | have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be
silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest,’and give him no rest until he establishes
Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 8The Lord has sworn by his right
hand and by his mighty arm: | will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; °but those who garner
it shall eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
19Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the
highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 1! The Lord has proclaimed
to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him.” *They shall be called, “The Holy People, The
Redeemed of the Lord”; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 97 (Unison) Cantate Domino
!The Lord is King;
let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2Clouds and darkness are round about him,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.
8 A fire goes before him
and burns up his enemies on every side.
4His lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees it and is afraid.
®*The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
®The heavens declare his righteousness,
and all the peoples see his glory.



"Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods!
Bow down before him, all you gods.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O Lord.
°For you are the Lord,
most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
9 The Lord loves those who hate evil;
he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
1 Light has sprung up for the righteous,
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.
2Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy Name.

Titus 3:4-7

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,°he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs

according to the hope of eternal life.



Gospel Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! the her-ald an - gels sing glo - ry to  the new-born King!
2 Christ, by high-est heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord;
3 Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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Joy - ful, all vye na - tions, rise, join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail thein-car-nate De - i - ty.
Risen with heal-ing in  his wings, light and life to all he brings,
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Then, all standing, a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 2:8-20

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: !to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. ?This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and

saying, 1*“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.” %S0 they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. ¥"When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; *®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon — The Rev. Hal Weidman



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements (Please be seated)

Offertory — A Classic Christmas arr. Douglas E. Wagner

Doxology (Please stand)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye Heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Choir



The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to
become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior has taught us we are bold to say

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Then will be sung

This setting is not used in Lent.
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The Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.



Communion Hymns

What Child is This

Unison or harmony
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The Snow Lay on the Ground
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1 The  snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright,

2 "Twas Ma - ry, daugh - ter pure of ho - ly Anne,

3 Saint Jo - seph, too, was by o tend  the child;

4 And thus that man - ger poor be - came a throne;
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Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Post Commumon Hymn Silent Night Hon Night
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Blessing

JOHN 1:1-18
The Celebrant reads the Last Gospel.

The people kneel as able.

Celebrant A reading from the Gospel of John

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” ”’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him
known.



The Dimming of the Lights

Hymn — Joy to the World
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ceive her King; let ev - ery  heart pre - pare him room, and
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, re-
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings flow far
na-tions prove the glo - ries of his  right - eous - ness, and
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heaven and na - ture sing, and heaven and na - ture
peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
as the curse is found, far as the curse is
won - ders of  his love, and won - ders of  his
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1 and heaven and na - ture sing, and
2 re - peat the sound-ing joy, re -
3 far as the curse 1is found, far
4 and won - ders of  his love, and
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
joy, Te - peat, re - peat the sound-ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of  his love.
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heaven and mna - ture sing,
peat the sound-ing joy,
as the curse is found,
won - ders of  his love,

Dismissal
Response: Thanks be to God.

Postlude — Joy to the World, Trumpet Tune Michael Helman



