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PRELUDE - Trumpet Tune on Westminster Abbey by Jerry Westenkuehler

ENTRANCE HYMN Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminster Abbey) (H 518)
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Peogple The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



GLORIA S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps
in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

When he had said this, he died.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.

2 Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to de-liver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,

for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth.
15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son.
And to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning, is now,
And will be for ever. A-men.

THE EPISTLE: 1 Peter 2:2-10

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone,
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones,
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:



“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”,

and

“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to
the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord,
show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’» Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father
is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells
in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON - The Rev’d Robert Carr

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Celebrant
As a royal priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices, let us pray to God for the needs of every
living creature.

For the holy churches in every place, and for the unity of all.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For this holy assembly and for all who seek in Jesus the way, the truth, and the life.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For all illumined by the light of Christ.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Frank and Scott, our bishops; Kevin, Walter, Marcia and
Bob, our priests, and Nancy, Stella and Patricia, our deacons; In the Anglican prayer cycle we
pray for the Church of North India. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our
congregation in Hawkinsville, St. Luke’s. We also pray for our ecumenical partners, especially
St. Mark’s Roman Church in Eastman. In our companion diocese of the Dominican Republic,
we pray for Jesus the Messiah in Imbert. For all bishops, presbyters, deacons, and all who
minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For Donald our President, the Congress and the Courts; Brian our Governor; members of
the Valdosta City Council and the Lowndes County Board of Commissioners; and for those
serving in the Armed Forces. For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For Gayle Adams, Bruce Beal, Ron Bezona, Don Brugel, Mark Chamberlain, “Red” Dawson,
Rhett Dawson, John Duke, Bob Elder, Mackey Foster, Jim Hill, Guerry Jameson, Brittany
Kirkland, David Lemburg, Dennis Marks, Alice Pendleton, Johnny Price, Rocky, Pat Sanders,
Fego Seward, Peggy Seward, Bo Smith, Jane Stanaland, Meade Wilson, Terry Windell. For all
those in danger and need, and for those injured by malice and guile.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For those who have died in the resurrection of Christ, especially Joan Stewart, and for all
the dead.
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For Matthew Barnes, Bill Querin, Sally Nunn, and all those celebrating birthdays this week;
and for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Don Thieme & Hanae Kanno, and David
& Stephanie Blevins. For ourselves, our families, and those we love.

Glory and praise to you, O living God.



Remembering the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one
another to the living God through Christ.
To you, O Lord our God.

Celebrant
Blessed are you, God our Father, who calls us to dwell with you in heaven. Hear the prayers
we offer this day, and draw your holy people to your side; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14

OFFERTORY - Come My Way, My Truth, My Life by Ralph Vaughan Williams

DOXOLOGY

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has

won for us everlasting life.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell)
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to
the sorrowtul, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world,

and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
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When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved
his own who were in the wotld, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our

God.

Lotd, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with Blessed
Joseph, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and Blessed Anna, our Patron, and
all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364)

This setting is not used in Lent.
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.

13




COMMUNION HYMN On this day, the first of days (Gott sei Dank) (H 47)
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2 On this day thee - ter - nal Son o - ver death his tri - umph won;
3 Ma - ker, who didst fa - shion me im - age of thy - self to be,
4 Ho -ly Je-sus, may I be dead and bur - ied here with thee;
5 Thou, who dost all gifts im - part, shine, blest Spi - rit, in my heart;
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1 who, cre - a - tion’s Lord and spring, did the world from  dark - ness bring.
2 on this day the Spi - rit came with his gifts of liv - ing flame.
3 fill me with thy love di - vine, let my ev - ery thought be thine.
4 and, by love in - flamed, a - rise un - to thee a sac - ri - fice.
5 best of gifts, thy - self be - stow; make me burn thy love  to know.
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6 God, the blessed Three in One,
dwell within my heart alone;
thou dost give thyself to me:
help me give myself to thee.
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COMMUNION HYMN O Love of God, how strong and true (Dunedin) (H 455)
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bought, be - yond all know - ledge and all thought.
low, in  seas that swell and streams that flow,
high, our life to live, our death o die.
light we read the full - ness  of thy might.

Words: Horatios Bonar (150818849

Music: Dunedin, Vernon Griffiths (b, 1504) LM

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE EASTER BLESSING
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RECESSIONAL HYMN Holy God, we praise thy Name (Grosser Gott) (H 366)
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise thy Name, Lord of all, we bow be-fore thee;
2 Hark, the loud ce - les - tial hymn an-gelchoirs a - bove are rais - ing;
3 Lo, the a - po - sto - lic train join, thy sa - cred Name to hal - low;
4 Ho -1ly Fa-ther, ho - ly Son, Ho-ly Spi - rit, Three we name thee,
*5 Christ,thou art our glo - rious King, Son of God en-throned in splen-dor;
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1 all on earth thy scep - ter claim, all in heaven a - bove a - dore thee;
2 cher -u - bim and ser - a - phim, in wun - ceas - ing cho-rus prais-ing,
3 pro-phets swell the loud re -frain, and the white-robed mar-tyrs fol - low;
4 while in es -sence on - ly One, un -di - vi - ded God we claim thee;
5 but de - liv - er-ance to bring thou all hon - ors didst sur - ren - der,
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1 mm - fi - nite thy vast do-main, ev - er - last - ing s thy reign.
2 fill the heavens with sweet ac -cord: ho - ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord!
3 and, from morn till set of sun, through the Church the song goes on.
4 then, a - dor - ing, bend the knee and con -fess the mys - ter - .
5 and wast of a vir-gin borm hum - bly on that bless - ed morn.
~
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6 Thou didst take the sting from death,
Son of God, as Savior given;
on the cross thy dying breath
opened wide the realm of heaven.
In the glory of that land
thou art set at God’s right hand.
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7 As our judge thou wilt appear.
Savior, who hast died to win us,
help thy servants, drawing near.
Lord, renew our hearts within us.
Grant that with thy saints we may
dwell in everlasting day.



Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Peogple Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE - Fugue in D Major by G.F. Handel

Serving Today
Eucharistic Ministers: Blake Yarbrough, Eric Nielsen, Sandy Sandbach
Lectors: Gwen Daughtry, Erica Thieme, Blake Yarbrough
Acolytes: Erica Thieme, Gwen Daughtry, Dot Gatchell
Altar Guild: Sandra Fletcher, Sallie Honeycutt, Amber Tanner, Robin Coleman
Ushers: Elizabeth Hood, Madison Hood
Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker
Coffee Hour Hosts — Robin Coleman, Debbie MclLeod, Jeani Synyard,
Margaret Mittiga, Lucille Sineath, Sue Ellen Rumstay

Upcoming Events

n

o =EE : SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK is collecting energy drinks and
ﬁgl—ECOI:'D HARVEST Protein bats for fire fighters who are fighting the wildfires here in South
orsournGroras— (Georgia. Donations can be left in the parish hall.

’ "‘g: :‘ FEAST OF THE ASCENSION Celebrate with us on Thursday, May 14 at

BURIAL PLANS Planning one’s own Burial service is a holy and
uplifting opportunity. It is also a gift you can provide for your loved
ones. Christ Church has planning booklets available for you to
complete which will be filed in the church office until needed. Pick
one up in the parish hall or narthex, complete it and return it to the

church office. If you believe you already have a plan on file, please
contact the church office to verify. (229) 242-5115
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\ LUNCH BUNCH: 2 Saturdays per month. Help make sack lunches
for approximately 100 children in need of meals. It is an assembly
line process that only takes about one hour of your time. All are

] invited to participate - just show up on Saturday. Upcoming Dates:
AN oulreach Mssion of Crvis Episcopdl Church, Valdosta Mﬂy 9th ﬂﬂd May 30th.

Stitchers of Love
Christ Episcopal
Church
Valdosta, GA

Stitchers of Love The 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 4p in parish hall.

® ALTAR FLOWERS Providing flowers for the Altar is a terrific way to
honor loved ones. A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the

& parish hall.

Save the Date! Plan to join us at 6:30pm on Saturday, July 31* for a “Seminarian Send-off”
at the home of Bobby & Nikki Yarbrough. More details to come.

.
GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE VALL)QSTA ' :
STATE N
[UNTVERST TV

/' COLLEGE
W {, MINISITRY

MONTHLY GRACE CAFE FOOD/SUPPLIES DRIVE. The café food pantry is
requesting for May: Canned Goods — soups, ravioli, tuna, vegetables, etc. A donation basket
has been placed in the parish hall for your convenience. Thank you for your generous support
of our College Ministry!

College Ministry Dinner and Gathering Nights for May
May 7 — Movie Marathon
May 9 — VSU Graduation
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! Help us congratulate Grace Café Interns,
Madison Edmondson (Dec. 2025) — Early Childhood Education
Blaise Njoku (May 2026) — Nursing
Sole Meighan (May 2026) — Computer Information Systems

BOBBY YARBROUGH SHORT VIDEO Grace Café Intern, Javan Flowers has created

a short video “Starring” Bobby Yarbrough. The video was a class assighment as part of his

senior class requirements. Javan will earn his BFA in Mass Media Communications in
December. Check out the promotional poster in the parish hall.

Upcoming Children and Youth Events

***MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!*¥** . Vacation Bible School,

%4 June 1-4, 9am-Noon This year’s theme is [llumination Station — “Shining a
S [ight on Who Jesus Really Is”. Registration is open for signing your children
up, or for VOLUNTEERING! See Kylee Creasy for more information.

**** Help will be needed in the nursery during June and July. If you would
like to help, email the church office. (office@christchurchvaldosta.org) ***

Youth Weekly Compline 0
Where: Zoom ' )

When: Every Wednesday evening (@ 9pm ILEI
Who: 6— 12 grade youth

o

bty

Scan to Join Compline

Summer Camp @ Honey Creek
High School (9™ — 12™ grade) — June 7-13
St. Peter (6" — 8" grade) — June 14-20
Sts. Joseph & Mary (3" — 5" grade) — June 21-27
For more info — Contact Karen Bell at karenmackenziebell@gmail.com
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Christ
Episcopal
Church

Valdosta, GA

Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, grace
and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia
All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers.
The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector
The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon
Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden
Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden
Molly Stevenson, Interim Administrative Assistant
Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper
Krystle Black, Treasurer
Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry
Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO
Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader
Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC)
Issa Young, Choir Director
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music
Nancy Lutsko, Verger

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook
www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopal ChurchValdostaGA

The church office is located at 103 East College Street.
Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am — 2:00pm
e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org
Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org
Phone: 229-242-5115 Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616

PASTORAL CARE
Bobby Yarbrough — 229-560-0439

=
Scan to Donate
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