
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 10, 2026, 10am 
Holy Baptism & The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

PRELUDE – Festival Alleluia by Dan Miller 

ENTRANCE HYMN All creatures of our God and King (Lasst uns erfreuen) (H 400) 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 BCP p. 299 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he 
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for 
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each 
one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought 
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not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 66:7-18 BCP 674 
7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of re-freshment. 
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 
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17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son. 
      And to the Holy Spirit: 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And will be for ever. A-men. 

THE EPISTLE: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer 
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet 
do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN All things bright and beautiful (Royal Oak)  (H 405) 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 
he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
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In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON – The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate (BCP p. 301) 

Celebrant The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented 
Parents and Godparents I present Lillian James to receive the 

  Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you 
present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to 
grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 
wickedness that rebel against God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which 
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 
love of God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as 
your Savior? 

Parents and Godparents I do. 
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Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 
support this Lilly in her life in Christ? 

People We will.  

Let us join with Lilly who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304) 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidate   (BCP p. 305) 
Let us now pray for Lilly who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

Leader Deliver Lillian, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water (BCP p. 306) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here 
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism  
Lillian James, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Lillian James, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for 
ever.  Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain 
her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to 
will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all 
your works. Amen. 
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Let us welcome the newly baptized. (BCP p. 308) 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace (BCP p. 308) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: If Ye Love Me  by Thomas Tallis 

DOXOLOGY 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Great Thanksgiving (BCP p. 361) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell)  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd)  
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

COMMUNION HYMN Lord, make us servants of your peace (Dickinson College) (H 593) 
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COMMUNION HYMN As those of old their first fruits brought (Forest Green) (H 705)

14



POST COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
Let us pray. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image through the water of 
Baptism and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, and renewed; that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE EASTER BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Lift High the Cross (Crucifer)  (H 473) 
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POSTLUDE - The Heavens Are Telling  F. J.  Haydn, arr. by Henry Brown 

The flowers on Mothers' Day are given to the Glory of God, in thanksgiving for the 
birthdays of Christine Kelly and Steve Ingeman, and in thanksgiving for Mothers of 

all ages everywhere - by Happy Ingeman. 

We welcome into the Body of Christ this morning Lillian James Sandbach 
Parents: Stephen and Kacie Sandbach 
Brothers: Henry and Holt Sandbach 

Grandparents: David & Elise Sandbach 
Leslie & Terry Gates 

Jamie & Tiffany McLean 

Serving Today
Eucharistic Ministers:  Tammy Borders, Molly Stevenson, Jeani Synyard 

Lectors: Jeani Synyard, Chris Rutland, Gloria Corker 
Acolytes: David Holland, Phyllis Holland, Holly Holland   

Altar Guild: Phyllis Holland, Anne Reid, Mimi Allen, Pat Bezona, Daphne Wright 
Ushers: David Blevins, Tom Carroll, Mark Henderson 

Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker 
Coffee Hour Hosts – Julie Reynolds, Gwen Daughtrey,  

Marcie Dennard, Paula Ramey 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Upcoming Events 

 SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK is collecting energy drinks and 
protein bars for fire fighters who are fighting the wildfires here in South 
Georgia. Donations can be left in the parish hall. 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION Celebrate with us this Thursday, 
May 14 at 6pm beginning with Holy Eucharist, followed by a potluck 
meal. Please sign up in the parish hall. 

**RESCHEDULED** 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW Saturday, May 16, 10am – 1pm at Christ 
Church. Come enjoy music, food, and door prizes. Sponsored by the 
South Georgia Classic Car Club.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Happy Episcopal People 

(HEP) Party @ Jeani Synyard’s Friday, June 19th, 6pm. Bring 
an appetizer to share – beverages provided. 

TOIL & SWEAT @ HONEY CREEK in May

Honey Creek is having an old school Toil and 
Sweat Week May 18-24 to give time to accomplish 
much and make a big dent in Honey Creek's wish 
list of repairs. We need many hands to help and 
invite you to join us. If you want to help but can’t 
travel to the creek for a few days then you can 
donate and help fund the paint, bath fixtures, doors, 
and the many other supplies we’ll need in our 
efforts. You can stay for the whole week or a few days! 
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Sunday Morning Coffee Hour in June & July 
Your coffee hour hosts will take some much deserved time to 
regroup and recharge this summer. We will be “scaling back the 
Sunday morning spread”. Coffee, water and a small snack will still 
be provided, and of course the phenomenal fellowship we share will 
continue. Thank you to our faithful teams who go above and 
beyond week in and week out! 

BURIAL PLANS Planning one’s own Burial service is a holy and 
uplifting opportunity. It is also a gift you can provide for your 
loved ones. Christ Church has planning booklets available for you 
to complete which will be filed in the church office until needed. 
Pick one up in the parish hall or narthex, complete it and return it 
to the church office. If you believe you already have a plan on file, 

please contact the church office to verify. (229) 242-5115 

LUNCH BUNCH: 2 Saturdays per month. Help make sack lunches 
for approximately 100 children in need of meals.  It is an assembly 
line process that only takes about one hour of your time. All are 
invited to participate - just show up on Saturday. Upcoming Date: 
May 30th.

Stitchers of Love The 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 4p in parish hall. 

ALTAR FLOWERS Providing flowers for the Altar is a terrific way to 
honor loved ones. A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the 
parish hall.  

Save the Date! Plan to join us at 6:30pm on Saturday, July 31st for a “Seminarian Send-off” 
at the home of Bobby & Nikki Yarbrough. More details to come. 

**** Help will be needed in the nursery during June and July. If you would 

like to help, email the church office. (office@christchurchvaldosta.org) *** 
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 COLLEGE  
 MINISITRY 

MONTHLY GRACE CAFÉ FOOD/SUPPLIES DRIVE. The café food pantry is 
requesting for May: Canned Goods – soups, ravioli, tuna, vegetables, etc. A donation basket 
has been placed in the parish hall for your convenience. Thank you for your generous support 
of our College Ministry!  

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!  Help us congratulate Grace Café Interns, 

Madison Edmondson (Dec. 2025) – Early Childhood Education 

Blaise Njoku (May 2026) – Nursing 

Sole Meighan (May 2026) – Computer Information Systems 

BOBBY YARBROUGH SHORT VIDEO Grace Café Intern, Javan Flowers has created 

a short video “Starring” Bobby Yarbrough. The video was a class assignment as part of his 

senior class requirements. Javan will earn his BFA in Mass Media Communications in 

December. Check out the promotional poster in the parish hall. 

UPCOMING CHILDREN & YOUTH EVENTS 

COME CELEBRATE NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 17th – Sunday School 

will be winding down for the year with a celebration following the 10am 

service. 

***MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!*** - Vacation Bible School, 

June 1-4, 9am-Noon This year’s theme is Illumination Station – “Shining a 

Light on Who Jesus Really Is”. Registration is open for signing your children 

up, or for VOLUNTEERING! See Kylee Creasy for more information. 

Youth Weekly Compline Summer Camp @ Honey Creek  

Where: Zoom High School (9th – 12th grade) – June 7-13 
When: Wednesdays, 9pm St. Peter (6th – 8th grade) – June 14-20 

Who: 6 – 12 grade youth  Sts. Joseph & Mary (3rd – 5th grade) – June 21-27 

Scan to Join Compline 
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Mission Statement:  

As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, grace 

and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia 

All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers. 

The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector  

The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon 

Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden 

Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden  

Molly Stevenson, Interim Administrative Assistant  

Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper  

Krystle Black, Treasurer 

Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry 

Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO 

Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader 

Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC) 

Issa Young, Choir Director 

Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music 

Nancy Lutsko, Verger 

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 

www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 

The church office is located at 103 East College Street. 
Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602 

Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm 
e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org

Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org 
Phone: 229-242-5115 Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616 

PASTORAL CARE 
Bobby Yarbrough – 229-560-0439 

 

Scan to Donate 
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