
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2026, 10am 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

PRELUDE - Prelude in the Classical Style by Gordon Young 

ENTRANCE HYMN  All hail the power of Jesus' Name (Coronation) (H 450) 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, 
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he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the 
room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

  let those who hate him flee be-fore him. 
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it a-way; * 

  as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

  let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

  YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice be-fore him! 
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

  God in his holy habi-tation! 
6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

  but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

  when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
   at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
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 9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your in-heritance; * 
  you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
  sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
  he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
  his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
  the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son. 
      And to the Holy Spirit: 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And will be for ever. A-men. 

THE EPISTLE: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast 
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 
strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN See the Conqueror mounts in triumph (In Babilone)   (H 215) 
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 
I had in your presence before the world existed. “I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON – The Rev’d Walter Hobgood 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Celebrant 
In our joys and our sufferings let us give glory to God. And let us offer prayers for all 
persons in the world, to keep them in God’s name. 

For this holy gathering and all who enter our circle of faith. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For the newly baptized illumined by the light of Christ. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Frank and Scott, our bishops; Kevin, Walter, Marcia and 
Bob, our priests, and Nancy, Stella and Patricia, our deacons; In the Anglican prayer cycle 
we pray for the The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea. In our own diocesan, we 
pray for our congregation in Jesup, St. Paul’s. And we also pray for our ecumenical partners 
in Jesup, especially St. Joseph’s Roman Church. In our companion diocese of the 

9



Dominican Republic, we pray for Mount of the Transfiguration in Jarabacoa. For our 
leaders, and all the holy people of God in every place..  
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  
 

For Donald our President, the Congress and the Courts; Brian our Governor; members of 
the Valdosta City Council and the Lowndes County Board of Commissioners; and for 
those serving in the Armed Forces. For the leaders of the nations and peace in the world. 
For this city and the community around us. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  
 

For Gayle Adams, Bruce Beal, Ron Bezona, Don Brugel, Mark Chamberlain, “Red” 
Dawson, Rhett Dawson, John Duke, Mackey Foster, Mary Gooding, Guerry Jameson, 
Brittany Kirkland, David Lemburg, Dennis Marks, Alice Pendleton, Dottie Pitts, Leah 
Powell, Johnny Price, Rocky, Owen Samuelson, Fego Seward, Peggy Seward, Bo Smith, 
Jane Stanaland, Meade Wilson, Terry Windell. For all in any pain and all who sorrow..  
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  
 

For the dying and the dead. We remember especially Jim Hill. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  
 
For all those celebrating birthdays this week; and for those celebrating anniversaries, 
especially David & Holly Holland. For ourselves, our families, and those we love.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  
 

Lifting our voices with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves  
and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord our God.  
 

Celebrant 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, who does infinitely more for us than we can ask or  
imagine. Hear our prayers for all your creation and gather us in the embrace of your  
abundant and life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
Psalm 50:14 
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OFFERTORY – At the Name of Jesus       by Cindy Berry  
 
DOXOLOGY 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 
won for us everlasting life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell)  
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, 
and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 

12



awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this 
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our 
God. 
 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with Blessed 
Joseph, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and Blessed Anna, our Patron, and 
all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them 
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN 
 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
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FRACTION ANTHEM S 154 Christ our Passover (Hurd) (BCP p. 364) 

 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray (Song 1)    (H 315) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face (Nyack)  (H 318) 

 
 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE EASTER BLESSING 
 
 

16



RECESSIONAL HYMN Crown him with many crowns (Diademata)         (H 494) 
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  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE - Crown Him with Many Crowns    by Jerry Westenkuehler 
 

 
Serving Today 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Stefani Carroll, Martin Holland, Sheri Gravett 
Lectors: Sheri Gravett, Ralph Jackson, Martin Holland 
Acolytes: Joel Williams, Polly Collins, Chris Rutland   

Altar Guild: Frances Guice, Krystle Black, Nikki Yarbrough, Martha Leake 
Ushers: Al Turner, Jason Reynolds, Sparky Greneker 

Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker 
Coffee Hour Hosts – Pat Denmark, Salle Honeycutt, Eric Nielsen,  

Ann Burnette, Pat Bezona 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
The Day of Pentecost: Sunday, May 24  WEAR RED 
We mark this date as the beginning of the Christian Church- the 
Church’s Birthday. It is the day we commemorate the Holy Spirit being 
poured out on the disciples in Jerusalem after the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

18

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email


 

Pet Memorial Service: Saturday, May 30 @ 10am. An area has 
been set aside outside for scattering the ashes of beloved pets. The 
space is named in memory of  Karen Parten Gunter who was the 
driving force behind the St. Francis Animal Ministry. 
 
 

 

BURIAL PLANS Planning one’s own Burial service is a holy and 
uplifting opportunity. It is also a gift you can provide for your loved 
ones. Christ Church has planning booklets available for you to 
complete which will be filed in the church office until needed. Pick 
one up in the parish hall or narthex, complete it and return it to the 
church office. If you believe you already have a plan on file, please 
contact the church office to verify. (229) 242-5115 

 
 

LUNCH BUNCH: 2 Saturdays per month. Help make sack lunches 
for approximately 100 children in need of meals.  It is an assembly 
line process that only takes about one hour of your time. All are 
invited to participate - just show up on Saturday. Upcoming Dates: 
May 9th and May 30th. 

 
MONTHLY GRACE CAFÉ FOOD/SUPPLIES DRIVE. The café food pantry is 
requesting for May: Canned Goods – soups, ravioli, tuna, vegetables, etc. A donation basket 
has been placed in the parish hall for your convenience. Thank you for your generous support 
of our College Ministry! 

 

Upcoming Children and Youth Events 
 

***MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!*** - Vacation Bible School,  
June 1-4, 9am-Noon This year’s theme is Illumination Station – “Shining a 
Light on Who Jesus Really Is”. Registration is open for signing your children 
up, or for VOLUNTEERING! See Kylee Creasy for more information. 
 

**** Help will be needed in the nursery during June and July. If you would 
like to help, email the church office. (office@christchurchvaldosta.org) *** 

 

Youth Weekly Compline     Summer Camp @ Honey Creek  
Where: Zoom     High School (9th–12th grade): June 7-13 
When: Every Wednesday evening  St. Peter (6th–8th grade): June 14-20 
 @ 9pm          Sts. Joseph & Mary (3rd–5th grade): June 21-27 
Who: 6 – 12 grade youth 

Scan to Join Compline 
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Mission Statement:  
As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, grace 
and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity of all. 

 

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia 
All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers. 

The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector  
The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon 
Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden 

Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden  
Molly Stevenson, Interim Administrative Assistant  

Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper  
Krystle Black, Treasurer 

Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry 
Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO 

Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader 
Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC) 

Issa Young, Choir Director 
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music 

Nancy Lutsko, Verger 
 

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 
www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 

 
The church office is located at 103 East College Street. 

Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602 
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm 

e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org  
Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org 

Phone: 229-242-5115                Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Bobby Yarbrough – 229-560-0439 

 
 

 
 

 

Scan to Donate 
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