
 

The 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2026, 10am 
Holy Baptism & The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 
 

PRELUDE – Woodbird              by David Schelat 

 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN  O day of radiant gladness (Es flog ein kleinsWaldvögelein)   (H 48) 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
BCP p. 299 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they 
may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 65:9-14 BCP 673 

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
  the river of God is full of water. 

10 You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
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12 You crown the year with your goodness, * 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 

 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 

    Glory to the Father, and to the Son. 
  And to the Holy Spirit: 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, 
  And will be for ever. A-men. 

THE EPISTLE: Romans 8:1-11 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ 
is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 
that dwells in you. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN Come thou fount of every blessing (Nettleton)  (H 686) 
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as 
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds 
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the 
parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 
in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON – The Rev’d Nancy Sartin 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate  (BCP p. 301) 

Celebrant    The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented 
Parents and Godparents I present Eleanor Hope to receive the  

Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant  Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is 
brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to 
grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 
wickedness that rebel against God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which 
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 
love of God? 

Parents and Godparents I renounce them. 

Celebrant  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Parents and Godparents I do. 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 
support Eleanor in her life in Christ? 

People We will.  

Let us join with Eleanor who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant  (BCP p. 304) 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidate  (BCP p. 305) 
Let us now pray for Eleanor who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

Leader Deliver Eleanor, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live 
in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and 
reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water (BCP p. 306) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come 
to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.
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To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism  
Eleanor Hope, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Eleanor Hope, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own 
for ever. Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain 
Eleanor, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. (BCP p. 308) 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace (BCP p. 308) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Anthem: Seek Ye First     by Karen Lafferty 

  DOXOLOGY 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Great Thanksgiving (BCP p. 361) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made 
us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  SANCTUS WLP 858 Holy, holy, holy (Folk/Pruner) (American folk melody) 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God (Schubert/Proulx) 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

COMMUNION HYMN Lord, make us servants of your peace (Dickinson College)(H 593) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Blessed Jesus, at thy word (Liebster Jesu)  (H 440) 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
Let us pray. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image through the water of 
Baptism and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body 
and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, and renewed; that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God (O heiliger Geist)   (H 505) 
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THE DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE - Variations on an American Hymn Tune, V.  Allegro con fuoco  
By Gordon Young 

We welcome into the Body of Christ this morning Eleanor Hope Hutchinson 
Parents: Taylor & Sarah Hutchinson 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Pat Denmark and in 
thanksgiving for her “July Babies” Mackey, Liz, Sanford, Luke, and Sumner. 

Serving Today
Eucharistic Ministers:  Tammy Borders, Molly Stevenson, Martin Holland 

Lectors: Tammy Borders, Chris Rutland, Jane Kinney 
Acolytes: David Holland, Molly Stevenson, Holly Holland 

Altar Guild: Phyllis Holland, Anne Reid, Mimi Allen, 
Pat Bezona, Daphne Wright 

Ushers: Al Turner, Jason Reynolds, Sparky Greneker 
Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Amber Tanner, Pepi Nelson, Ruth Holland 

Elizabeth Wisenbaker, Jennifer Hood 
Vestry Member of the Day: Pat Denmark 

Upcoming Events 

Attention Parents & Grandparents of Toddlers! Toddler Tuesday will be held 
on this Tuesday, July 14th from 8am to Noon. Please plan to bring your toddler for 
a fun-filled morning of play, friends, crafts, stories, and fun! For more information, 
contact Kylee Creasy: (229) 415-1515. 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Please donate to The Haven School Supply Drive – A basket has been 
placed in the parish hall for school supply donations which will benefit 
children of The Haven, a local temporary shelter for victims of domestic 
violence. The collection will continue until next Sunday, July 19th. 
Pencils, pens (red, black & blue), spiral notebooks, glue sticks, crayons and 
markers are always appropriate.) 

Please Come! Plan to join us at 6:30pm on Friday, July 31st for a “Seminarian Send-
off” at the home of Bobby & Nikki Yarbrough. 
More details to come. 

SHARE THY SHELF: There was a terrific turnout for the 
inaugural gathering! The next gathering is planned for Sunday, August 
9 from 4:00 to 5:30pm, where we'll chat about what kinds of books 
everyone enjoys and talk about recent favorites. If you have books at 
home that others might love, feel free to bring them! 

We are pleased to announce a new giving option - Venmo! Just scan the QR code 
and follow the prompts. Recurring gifts from your credit/debit card may also be 
scheduled via PayPal using the same code. If you are currently giving through Vanco, 
there is no need to switch to PayPal at this time. 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY: Thursdays from 10:15am-11:15am at the home of 
John & Mtr Marcia McRae - 2701 Green Meadow Drive. The book being studied is: 
Answering God by Eugene Peterson. For more information call Tammy Borders at 
229.560.5889.  

MONTHLY GRACE CAFÉ FOOD/SUPPLIES DRIVE. The café food pantry is requesting 
for July: Canned Goods – soups, ravioli, tuna, vegetables, etc. A donation basket has been placed in 
the parish hall for your convenience. Thank you for your generous support of our College Ministry! 

LUNCH BUNCH: 2 Saturdays per month @10:45am. Help make sack 
lunches for approximately 100 children in need of meals.  It is an 
assembly line process that only takes about one hour of your time. All 
are invited to participate - just show up on Saturday. Upcoming Date: 
July 25th. 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Families with Young Children 

Gathering - Saturday, July 25th at the Stone Creek splash pad. More 

details to come. 
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Mission Statement: 

As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, 

grace and mercy through worship, prayer and service,  

respecting the dignity of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia 

All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers. 

The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector  

The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon 

Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden 

Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden  

Molly Stevenson, Interim Administrative Assistant  

Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper  

Krystle Black, Treasurer 

Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry 

Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO 

Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader 

Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC) 

Issa Young, Choir Director 

Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music 

Nancy Lutsko, Verger 

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 

www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA 

The church office is located at 103 East College Street. 
Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602 

Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm 
e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org

Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org 
Phone: 229-242-5115 Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616 

PASTORAL CARE 
Bobby Yarbrough – 229-560-0439 

 

Scan to Donate 
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