The 11th Sunday after Pentecost Christ

Episcopal

August 9, 2026, 10am Church
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two

Valdosta, GA

PRELUDE - Partita on Loben den Herren by Charles Callahan
ENTRANCE HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation
(Lobe den Herren) (H 390)
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Pegple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA S 280 Gloty to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

THE FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

A reading from 1 Kings

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then
the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are secking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go
out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind
an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire,
but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu
shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth
that has not kissed him.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85:8-13

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met to-gether; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant pros-perity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go be-fore him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. A-men.

THE EPISTLE: Romans 10:5-15

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?”” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that 1s, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what

does it say?
“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
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one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there 1s
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and 1s generous to all
who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But
how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
Peogple Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Breathe on me, Breath of God (H 508)
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And eartly in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.
But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried
out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly

The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Celebrant

As Peter cried out from the waves, let us cry to the Lord our God, who hears our voice
from the heart of the flood.

Leader

For this holy gathering and for the people of God in every place. For Sean, our Presiding
Bishop, Frank and Scott, our bishops; Kevin, Walter, and Marcia, our priests, and Nancy,
Stella and Patricia, our deacons, and Molly, our seminarian; In the Anglican prayer cycle we
pray for the Episcopal Church. In our own diocese, we pray for our congregation in
Sandersville, Grace Church. We also pray for our ecumenical partners in Sandersville,
especially St. William’s. In our companion diocese of the Dominican Republic, we pray for
Divine Providence in San Antonio de Guerra.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For all nations and their leaders, and for mercy, justice, and peace in the world. For Donald
our President, the Congress and the Courts; Brian our Governor; members of the Valdosta
City Council, the Lowndes County Board of Commissioners, and for those serving in the
Armed Forces; Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.



For farmers and a good harvest, for sailors and all who work at sea, for travelers and
those on vacation, and for safety from violent storms.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the dying, the poor and the oppressed,
prisoners and their families, victims of terror, and those who commit violence. For
Caroline Betts, Virginia Kate Betts, Ron Bezona, Tyson Carter, “Red” Dawson, Rhett
Dawson, Otis Fletcher, Guerry Jameson, Jeremiah King, Dennis Marks, Olivia Nunn,
Jose Santiago, Todd Skinner, Bo Smith, Mark Storch, Belva Wilson.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For our city and every community, and for our families, companions, and all we love.
For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Brooks Alonso, Pauline Brown,
Mike Tanner, Cameron Prevost; and for those celebrating anniversaries.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us

offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.
To you, O Lord our God.

Celebrant
Lord of wind and water, hear the prayers we offer this day for all battered by the waves

of this world and bring them in safety to your harbor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 360

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And also with you.

Announcements

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14

OFFERTORY :Here I Am, Lord by Dan Schutte, arr. by Craig Courtney
DOXOLOGY
THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Great Thanksgiving BCP 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus WLP 858 Holy, holy, holy (Folk/Pruner) (American folk melody)
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Fraction Anthem S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God (Schubert/Proulx)
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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COMMUNION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (H 324)
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COMMUNION HYMN Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness (H 339)
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
EXIT HYMN Eternal Father, Strong to Save (H 608)
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Dismissal BCP 366
Deacon: Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Eternal Father, Strong to Save by Charles Callahan

The Altar Flowers are given by Jason & Julie Reynolds, and Gwen Daughtrey
to the Glory of God and in celebration of the birthday of their mother and
grandmother, Evelyn Vance.
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Serving Today
Eucharistic Ministers: Tammy Borders, Phyllis Holland, Jeani Synyard
Lectors: Ruth Holland, Marcie Dennard, Jeani Synyard
Acolytes: Phyllis Holland, David Holland, Holly Holland
Altar Guild: Phyllis Holland, Anne Reid, Mimi Allen,
Pat Bezona, Daphne Wright

Ushers: Cliff Baker, Rita Watters, Bryant Alonso
Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker
Coffee Hour Hosts —Christine Kelly, Sallie Honeycutt, Eric Nielsen

Ann Burnette, Pat Bezona
Vestry Member of the Day: Bobby Yarbrough

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
SHARE THY SHELF: The next gathering is this afternoon
from 4:00 to 5:30pm. We'll chat about what kinds of books
everyone enjoys and talk about recent favorites. If you have books
at home that others might love, feel free to bring them!

[5] PRESCHOOL RESUMES THURSDAY, August 13". We are still in need
5 of an Aid. If you know of someone interested, please contact Elise Sandbach.
(Volunteers are encouraged.) Additionally, an Amazon wish list has been
created. This is a terrific opportunity to help support our teachers and the

program! Please consider purchasing something on the list.

SUNDAY SCHOOL?

g8 BV

” ;IV\’VHOQRE—\D\ FOR i AUGUST 16 - Sunday School Kick-Off

Other Happenings

It’s time to update our church directory! A copy of the current

Chlll'Ch Dll'CCtOl'y S directory has been placed on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

UPDATE $ Please check to see that your information is correct. If it is not

k — . correct, please fill out a form provided on the small table below the

bulletin board. If you would like a new photo taken, a photographer

will be available on Sunday, August 30" following the 10am setvice, during the Ministries
Fair, or you can email a photo to the church office..

m E It’s hurricane season again. Please complete an Emergency Contact

form.
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https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email

Christ
Episcopal
Church

Valdosta, GA

Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love,
grace and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity
of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia
All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers.
The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector
The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon
Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden
Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden
Patricia Gatchell, Interim Administrative Assistant
Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper
Krystle Black, Treasurer
Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry
Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO
Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader
Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC)
Issa Young, Choir Director
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music
Nancy Lutsko, Verger

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook
www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA

The church office is located at 103 East College Street.
Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am — 2:00pm
e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org
Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org

Phone: 229-242-5115 Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616
PASTORAL CARE
Bobby Yarbrough — 229-560-0439

oo _.-'

Scan to Donate
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