The 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist Rite Two
August 23, 2026, 10am

Christ
Episcopal
Church

PRELUDE - Kedron by Wilber Held
ENTRANCE HYMN A/l Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (H 450)
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6 Let every kindred, every tribe,

on this terrestrial ball,
to him all majesty ascribe,

and crown him Lord of all!

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA § 280 Gloty to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

A reading from Isaiah

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your
tather and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him
and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness
will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give
heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the
peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will
rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to
the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will
be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Reader The Word of the Lord
Pegple Thanks be to God.



Robert Knox Kennedy
(b. 1945)

Psalm 138 BCP 793

11 will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, *
because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength with-in me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from a-far.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand
shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.

THE EPISTLE: Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what 1s the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace
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given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought
to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God
has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him (H 379)
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

Deacon

People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?”” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

Peogple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON - The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly



The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Celebrant
Let us offer prayers to God who builds the church of Christ on the rock of faith and gives
it the keys of the kingdom.



1 eader

For this holy gathering, for the people of God in every place, and for all who seek the Lord.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Frank and Scott, our bishops; Kevin, Walter, and Marcia,
our priests, and Nancy, Stella and Patricia, our deacons, and Molly, our seminarian; In the
Anglican prayer cycle we pray for The Church of the Province of West Africa.
In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our congregations in Savannah, especially St.
Francis of the Islands and St. John’s. We also pray for our ecumenical partners, especially the
Lutheran congregations of Redeemer and St. Luke’s. In our companion diocese of the
Dominican Republic, we pray for the congregations in San Francisco de Macortis, especially
The Good Samartian (El Buen Samaritano), Jesus the Nazarene (Jesus Nazareno), and The
Nativity (LLa Natividad).
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the light of justice among all peoples. For Donald our President, the Congress and the
Courts; Brian our Governor; members of the Valdosta City Council, the Lowndes County
Board of Commissioners, and for those serving in the Armed Forces; Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For students and teachers, and all those returning to their studies.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the sick and the suffering, travelers and those on vacation, prisoners, captives, and
their families, and all those in danger and need. For Caroline Betts, Virginia Kate Betts,
Ron Bezona, Bob and Alexis Carr, Tyson Carter, Colby Corbett, “Red” Dawson, Rhett
Dawson, JD Dillard, Otis Fletcher, Tommy Hatcher, Guerry Jameson, Jeremiah King,
Dennis Marks, Olivia Nunn, Jose Santiago, Todd Skinner, Bo Smith, Mark Storch, Belva
Wilson

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions, and all those we
love. For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially , Patrick McGee, Aaron Davis,
Julius Ariail, Andrew Diamond; and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries, especially
Bobby & Nikki Yarbrough and Will & Bonnie Hanson.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.



For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us
offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.
To you, O Lord our God.

Celebrant
God of Abraham and Sarah, hear the prayers we offer today and make the wilderness of this
world a garden of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP 360

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal

life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Peogple And also with you.
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Announcements

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14

OFFERTORY :Great is Thy Faithfulness by William M. Runyan

DOXOLOGY
THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Great Thanksgiving BCP 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus WLP 858 Holy, holy, holy (Folk/Prunet) (Ametican folk melody)
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile
us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This i1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
taithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God (Schubett/Proulx)
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COMMUNION HYMN New Every Morning is the Love (H 10)
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1 New ev - ery morn ing 1s the love
2 New mer - cies, each re - turn - ing day,
*3 If on our dai - ly course our mind
*4 Old friends, old scenes, will love - lier be,
#5 The tri - wvial round, the com - mon task,
6 On - ly, O Lord, in thy dear love,
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1 our wak - ening and up ris - ing prove;
2 a round  us ho - wver while we  pray;
3 be set to hal - low all we  find,
4 as more of heaven in each we see;
5 will fur - nish all we ought to ask:
6 fit us for per - fect rest a - bove;
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1 through sleep  and dark - ness safe - ly brought,
2  new per - ils past, new sins for - given,
3  new trea - sures still, of count - less price,
4 some soft - ening gleam of love and  prayer
5 room to den - y our -  selves; a road
6 and help us, this and ev - ery day,
.
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1 re - stored to life and power and thought.
2 new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.
3 God will pro - vide for sac - ri - fice.
4 shall dawn  on ev - ery cross and  care.
5 to bring  us dai - ly near - er  God.
6 to live  more near - ly as we  pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (H 513)
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might: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.
sign: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.
pare: come, Ho - ly Spi - rit, come.

Phrase 1 of each stanza may be sung by one group, with a contrasted group singing phrase 2,
and all joining for the final phrase.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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EXIT HYMN Tzke Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (H 675)
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1 Take up  your Cross, the Sa - vior said, if
2  Take up  your Ccross, let not its weight fill
3 Take up  your Cross, heed not the shame, and
4 Take up  your Cross, then, in his strength, and
5 Take up  your Cross, and fol - low Christ, nor
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1 will - ing heart, and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me.
2  spi-rit up, and brace your heart, and nerve your arm.
3 cept-ed death up - on a cross, on Cal - vary’s hill,
4 bun-dant life and leads to  vic - tory o'er the grave.
5 bear the cross may hope to wear the glo - rious crown.
DISMISSAL
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Postlude on Two Spitituals; Go Down Moses and I want to be
by Chatles Callahan

Ready

Serving Today

Eucharistic Ministers: Phyllis Holland, Mark Henderson, Mike Tanner
Lectors: Jeani Synyard, Phyllis Holland, Mike Holland

Acolytes: Blake Yarbrough, Elizabeth Hood, Jennifer Hood

Altar Guild: Debi Seager, Julia Ariail, Lucy Tomberlin, B.]. Mistick
Ushers: Stephen Sandbach, Tanner Darby, Martin Holland
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Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker
Coffee Hour Hosts: Amber Tanner, Pepi Nelson, Ruth Holland, Elizabeth Wisenbaker,
Jennifer Hood
Vestry Member of the Day: Tim Hood

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Lay Ministries Fair: August 30"In the Parish Hall. Directly following

g sty the 10 o’clock setvice, we will have our annual ministries fair. This is an
opportunity to talk with the different ministries’ leaders and learn about
all our different liturgical ministries going on at Christ Church. There are
sure to be more than a couple that speak to your gifts and interests. Sign

up sheets will be made available as well.

EYC for grades 6™- 12" has resumed monthly meetings. Our next one is
scheduled for September 231, Bringing a friend is encouraged! All are
welcome.

GRACE CAFE Watermelon Night. The Interns at Grace Café are
planning for a watermelon night and will need watermelon donations
coming up this August 27", You may ask Jeri-Lyn for more details. We
are grateful to you for continued support of our College Interns!

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY: Thursdays from 10:15am-11:15am at the
home of John & Mtr Marcia McRae - 2701 Green Meadow Drive. The book
being studied is: Those Who Love Him by M. Basilea Schlink. For more
information call Tammy borders at 229.560.5889.

HEP PARTY Mark your calendar! The next Happy Episcopal
People (HEP) Noon gathering will be Friday, August 28" at the home
Q; of John and Mtr Marcia McRae (2701 Green Meadow Drive). A sign-
up sheet 1s posted on the parish hall bulletin board. HEP lunches are
catered by the church, so the only thing you have to bring is yourself
and a friend!

Acolyte Festival is happening August 29™-30", 2026 at Saint
Paul’s Church, Augusta, GA. This is even 1s for acolytes, and those
interested in acolyting, in grades 3-12 to gather for an overnight at
Saint Paul’s Church in Augusta for games, fellowship, workshops,
and worship to learn and grow in their abilities to serve. Register
online at bit.ly/acolyte2026
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ALTAR FLOWERS Providing flowers for the Altar is a terrific way

to honor loved ones or celebrate a special occasion in your life. A sign-
up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

It’s time to update our church directory! A copy of the current
directory has been placed on the bulletin board in the parish
® hall. Please check to see that your information is correct. If it is not

: correct, please fill out a form provided on the small table below the
UPDATE e bulletin board. If you would like a new photo taken, a photographer
R @ will be available on Sunday, August 30™ following the 10am service,
® 8 @@ juring the Ministries Fair, or you can email a photo to the church
office.

It’s hurricane season again. Please complete an Emergency
Contact form. Emergency Contact forms are available in the
~ | church office, parish hall, and the Narthex, and a digital version

ASON |
‘ you can complete online.
St ’

PRESCHOOL HAS RESUMED. We are still in need of an Aid.

If you know of someone interested, please contact Elise Sandbach.

(Volunteers are encouraged.) Additionally, an Amazon wish list has
been created. This is a terrific opportunity to help support our

teachers and the program! Please consider purchasing something on
the list.

SIGN UP LIST IN PARISH HALL. FOYER GROUPS will be
M forming soon! Foyer Groups are made up of 8-10 people who meet
FOYER (preferably) every month for dinner. The purpose of these groups is to
DINNER get to know one another better and to meet new people in the chutch.
GROUP The groups can meet in different houses, or restaurants, any night of the
week they decide on. They generally meet from October — May. All are
welcome to participate.
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Christ
Episcopal
Church

Valdosta, GA

Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love,

grace and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity
of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia
All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers.
The Rev’'d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector
The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon
Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden
Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden
Patricia Gatchell, Interim Administrative Assistant
Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper
Krystle Black, Treasurer
Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry
Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO
Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader
Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC)
Issa Young, Choir Director
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music
Nancy Lutsko, Verger

The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook
www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA

The church office is located at 103 East College Street.
Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am — 2:00pm
e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org
Church website: www.christchurchvaldosta.org

Phone: 229-242-5115 Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616
PASTORAL CARE
Bobby Yarbrough — 229-560-0439

Scan to Donate
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	THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
	A reading from Isaiah
	Psalm 138             BCP 793
	1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
	before the gods I will sing your praise.
	2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, *
	because of your love and faithfulness;
	3 For you have glorified your Name *
	and your word above all things.
	4 When I called, you answered me; *
	you increased my strength with-in me.
	5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
	when they have heard the words of your mouth.
	6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
	that great is the glory of the Lord.
	7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
	he perceives the haughty from a-far.
	8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
	you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand  shall save me.
	9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
	O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
	Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
	and to the Holy Spirit:
	as it was in the beginning, is now,
	and will be forever. Amen.



