
The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist Rite Two
October 18, 2026, 10am

PRELUDE: Partita on Duke Street by Charles Callahan

ENTRANCE HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (H 544)
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant         The Lord be with you.
People              And also with you.
Celebrant         Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the
world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

THE LESSONS

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him--
and the gates shall not be closed:
I will go before you and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.
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Reader      The Word of the Lord.
People       Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:1-9
Sing to the Lord a new song; *
       sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
      proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
      and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
      he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
      but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
      Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
      ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
      bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
      let the whole earth tremble be-fore him.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
      and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, 
      and will be forever. A-men.

THE PSALM

I am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the Lord, and there is no other.
I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.
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Sequence Hymn: In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me                                      (H 706)

THE EPISTLE: Thessalonians 1:1-10
Reader      The Word of the Lord.
People       Thanks be to God.
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks
to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by
God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.
For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God,
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
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Deacon          The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice,
said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head
is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him
and went away.

Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord
People          Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON- The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly

The Nicene Creed                                                                                            BCP 358

We believe in one God,
         the Father, the Almighty,
         maker of heaven and earth,
         of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
      the only Son of God,
      eternally begotten of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
      true God from true God,
      begotten, not made,
      of one Being with the Father.
  Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
      he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
      and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
      he suffered death and was buried.
      On the third day he rose again
           in accordance with the Scriptures;
      he ascended into heaven
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
           and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
     He has spoken through the Prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
           and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People                                                                                   
Celebrant
Let us remember before God all who labor in the faith and love of Jesus Christ
and all in every danger and need. 
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Leader 
For this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every place. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Frank and Scott, our bishops; Kevin, Walter, and
Marcia, our priests, Nancy, Stella and Patricia, our deacons, and Molly, our
seminarian; In the Anglican prayer cycle we pray for The Anglican Church of
Canada. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for our congregation in Thomson,
Holy Cross, and for our ecumenical partners in Thomson, especially Zion
Lutheran Church in Guyton and Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Lakeland. In
our companion diocese of the Dominican Republic, we pray for the congregations
in Santo Domingo, especially the Cathedral of the Epiphany.

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all peoples and their leaders, for candidates for public office, and for mercy
and justice in the world.

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

For good weather, abundant fruits of the earth, and peaceful times.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For doctors, nurses, and hospital staff, and for all who work in the medical arts. 
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the sick and the suffering, travelers and refugees, prisoners and their families,
and the dying and dead. For Caroline Betts, Virginia Kate Betts, Ron Bezona, Bob
and Alexis Carr, Tyson Carter, “Red” Dawson, Rhett Dawson, Otis Fletcher,
Chelsea Hasty, Tommy Hatcher, Creston Hulett, Guerry Jameson, Jeremiah King,
Dennis Marks, Doug Mayer, Ellis Moser, Casey Price, Terrell Rutland, Bo Smith.
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Grace Tanner, Murray
Coggins, Pat Denmark; and for those celebrating wedding anniversaries.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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For our city and those who live in it, and for our families, companions, and all
those we love. 
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the
saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.
To you, O Lord.

Celebrant 
Loving and true God, who raised your Son from the dead, hear the prayers of those
he has chosen and make us imitators of the Lord; through Jesus Christ our Lord..
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                  BCP 360
Celebrant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE 
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People           And also with you.
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OFFERTORY: Sing Out a Song                                       by Nancy Price & Don Besig

DOXOLOGY
THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                  BCP 361

Celebrant      The Lord be with you.
People           And also with you.
Celebrant      Lift up your hearts.
People           We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People           It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Announcements 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most
High. Psalm 50:14
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
      hallowed be thy Name,
      thy kingdom come,
      thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
      as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
     and the power, and the glory,
     forever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem
Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People          Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem S 164 Jesus, Lamb of God (Schubert/Proulx)
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COMMUNION HYMN O For a Closer Walk With God                                  H(684)

COMMUNION HYMN Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor                           (H 596)
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People and Celebrant
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant       Let us pray.
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THE BLESSING

EXIT HYMN: Praise to the Living God                                                              (H 372)
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DISMISSAL
Deacon:         Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:           Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Toccata on Leoni                                                                 By Gordon Young      

Serving Today

Eucharistic Ministers: Eric Nielsen, Martin Holland, Jeani Synyard
Lectors: Martin Holland, Marcie Dennard, Ruth Holland

Acolytes: Joel Williams, Polly Collins, Chris Rutland
Altar Guild: Frances Guice, Krystle Black, Nikki Yarbrough, Martha Leake

Ushers:  Stephen Sandbach, Tanner Darby, Paul Stevenson
Audio/Visual Crew: Julius Ariail, Ken Rumstay, Larry Wisenbaker

Coffee Hour Hosts:  Julie Reynolds, Gwen Daughtrey, Marcie Dennard, Paula
Ramey, Madison Proctor, Sally Querin

Vestry Member of the Day:   Lauren Darby

The Pumpkin Patch is Open! A pumpkin patch fund raiser is
being held for the Saint Barnabas Episcopal Outreach
Programs at 3565 Bemis Road, Valdosta, GA 31605. It will be
open now until October 31st. Pumpkin Patch hours are 11am-
7pm Monday-Saturday and Sundays from 1 pm until 7pm.
Please come visit our patch! We have traditional pumpkins and
some very interesting gourds. Prices are in the range of $5 to
$35 depending on size.

Upcoming Events

Photo by Julia Ariail
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STITCHERS OF LOVE The next meeting is at 4pm next
Sunday, October 18th, in the Parish Hall. These meetings
take place on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 4pm
in the Parish Hall, unless otherwise stated. No experience is
necessary. While you are welcome to bring your own crochet
or knitting project, the group project for this fall and winter
is to make hats and scarves for the residents of L.A.M.P.-
Lowndes Area Ministries to People. All are welcome, so
please feel free to come and bring a friend!

E.Y.C.- All of our current 6th-12th graders will meet at 7 pm
for dinner and community with each other one Wednesday
evening a month in the Senior High Room of the Gabard
Building. The next one will be on October 21st. Being
Episcopalian is not a requirement for participation so
bringing friends is encouraged! All are welcome here.

Thursday Morning Bible study and Fellowship for women
10:15-11:15 at 2701 Green Meadow Drive. The study will be on
52 Women of the Bible. For more information about the study
call Tammy Borders at 229-560-5889

Happy Episcopal People (HEP) lunch will be at 12pm,
Friday, October 23rd at the home of John and Mtr Marcia
McRae (2701 Green Meadow Drive). A sign-up sheet is
posted on the Parish Hall bulletin board. These events are
terrific opportunities to invite friends to get to know some
of the church family in a smaller and more casual setting.
These lunches are catered by the church so the only thing
you have to bring is yourself and a friend!

LUNCH BUNCH 2 Saturdays per month @10:45am. Help
make sack lunches for approximately 100 children in need of
meals. It is an assembly line process that only takes about
one hour of your time. All are invited to participate - just
show up on Saturday to the Parish Hall. Next Date: October
24.
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ALTAR FLOWERS Providing flowers for the Altar is a
terrific way to honor loved ones or a special occasion in
your life. A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board
in the Parish Hall.

Venmo is available as a Convenient giving option! Just scan
the QR code and follow the prompts. Recurring gifts from
your credit/debit card may also be scheduled via PayPal
using the same code. If you are currently giving through
Vanco, there is no need to switch to PayPal at this time.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT Mark your calendar! this year’s
Trunk-or-Treat will be October 25th at 11am, following the
10 o'clock service. Deck your car's trunk out in festive decor
and pass out treats to the children of the church. Costumes
encouraged.

KOATS FOR KIDS Please consider donating new and
gently used children's coats between now and the week
before Thanksgiving. These coats will be donated to local
children in need of a winter coat. Your generosity is
appreciated. There is a sign above the box that has been
designated for donations in the Parish Hall.

CHILI COOK-OFF Grace Café will hold its annual chili
cook-off on November 5. We will have five Interns as
judges to determine the winner. If you plan to make a chili,
please call or text Jeri-Lyn to let her know, 404-771-7116.
Drop off your chili on November 5 anytime between 9 AM
and 6 PM. 
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Mission Statement: 
As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, grace and mercy
through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity of all.

The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia
All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers.

The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector 
The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon

Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden
Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden 

Patricia Gatchell, Interim Administrative Assistant 
Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper 
Krystle Black, Treasurer

Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry
Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO

Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader
Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC)

Issa Young, Choir Director
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music

Nancy Lutsko, Verger
The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook

www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
The church office is located at 103 East College Street.

Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm

e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org 
Church website- www.christchurchvaldosta.org

Phone: 229-242-5115                           Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616
PASTORAL CARE

Bobby Yarbrough – 229-560-0439

Scan to Donate
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	We believe in one God,
	the Father, the Almighty,
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	of all that is, seen and unseen.
	We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
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	but deliver us from evil.
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	forever and ever. Amen.
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	The Pumpkin Patch is Open! A pumpkin patch fund raiser is being held for the Saint Barnabas Episcopal Outreach Programs at 3565 Bemis Road, Valdosta, GA 31605. It will be open now until October 31st. Pumpkin Patch hours are 11am- 7pm Monday-Saturday and Sundays from 1 pm until 7pm. Please come visit our patch! We have traditional pumpkins and some very interesting gourds. Prices are in the range of $5 to $35 depending on size.

	STITCHERS OF LOVE The next meeting is at 4pm next Sunday, October 18th, in the Parish Hall. These meetings take place on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 4pm in the Parish Hall, unless otherwise stated. No experience is necessary. While you are welcome to bring your own crochet or knitting project, the group project for this fall and winter is to make hats and scarves for the residents of L.A.M.P.- Lowndes Area Ministries to People. All are welcome, so please feel free to come and bring a friend!
	E.Y.C.- All of our current 6th-12th graders will meet at 7 pm for dinner and community with each other one Wednesday evening a month in the Senior High Room of the Gabard Building. The next one will be on October 21st. Being Episcopalian is not a requirement for participation so bringing friends is encouraged! All are welcome here.
	Happy Episcopal People (HEP) lunch will be at 12pm, Friday, October 23rd at the home of John and Mtr Marcia McRae (2701 Green Meadow Drive). A sign-up sheet is posted on the Parish Hall bulletin board. These events are terrific opportunities to invite friends to get to know some of the church family in a smaller and more casual setting. These lunches are catered by the church so the only thing you have to bring is yourself and a friend!
	LUNCH BUNCH 2 Saturdays per month @10:45am. Help make sack lunches for approximately 100 children in need of meals. It is an assembly line process that only takes about one hour of your time. All are invited to participate - just show up on Saturday to the Parish Hall. Next Date: October 24.
	TRUNK-OR-TREAT Mark your calendar! this year’s Trunk-or-Treat will be October 25th at 11am, following the 10 o'clock service. Deck your car's trunk out in festive decor and pass out treats to the children of the church. Costumes encouraged.
	CHILI COOK-OFF Grace Café will hold its annual chili cook-off on November 5. We will have five Interns as judges to determine the winner. If you plan to make a chili, please call or text Jeri-Lyn to let her know, 404-771-7116. Drop off your chili on November 5 anytime between 9 AM and 6 PM.
	KOATS FOR KIDS Please consider donating new and gently used children's coats between now and the week before Thanksgiving. These coats will be donated to local children in need of a winter coat. Your generosity is appreciated. There is a sign above the box that has been designated for donations in the Parish Hall.
	Venmo is available as a Convenient giving option! Just scan the QR code and follow the prompts. Recurring gifts from your credit/debit card may also be scheduled via PayPal using the same code. If you are currently giving through Vanco, there is no need to switch to PayPal at this time.
	ALTAR FLOWERS Providing flowers for the Altar is a terrific way to honor loved ones or a special occasion in your life. A sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.
	Mission Statement:
	As followers of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love, grace and mercy through worship, prayer and service, respecting the dignity of all.
	The Rt Rev’d Frank Logue, Bishop of Georgia
	All Christ Church Families & Friends are Ministers.
	The Rev’d R. Kevin Kelly, Rector
	The Rev’d Nancy Sartin, Deacon
	Bobby Yarbrough, Sr. Warden
	Ed Mistick, Jr. Warden
	Patricia Gatchell, Interim Administrative Assistant
	Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper
	Krystle Black, Treasurer
	Jeri-Lyn Flowers, Director of College Ministry
	Elise Sandbach, Director of Preschool & PMO
	Kylee Creasy, Children’s Ministries Leader
	Ellie Copeland & Katie Wisenbaker, Youth Ministers (EYC)
	Issa Young, Choir Director
	Sue Ellen Rumstay, Director of Music
	Nancy Lutsko, Verger

	The 10:00 service is livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook

	www.facebook.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
	www.youtube.com/ChristEpiscopalChurchValdostaGA
	The church office is located at 103 East College Street.
	Mailing address: 1521 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 31602
	Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm
	e-mail address: Church Office - office@christchurchvaldosta.org
	Church website- www.christchurchvaldosta.org
	Phone: 229-242-5115                           Bookkeeper: 229-242-0616
	PASTORAL CARE
	Bobby Yarbrough – 229-560-0439





